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One of the fundamental doctrines of Seventh-day Adventism is Trinitarian Monotheism.[endnoteRef:1] In recent years some of our departed bretherin have gone back into the history of the 19th century and adopted false doctrines such as Arianism and other similar teachings that diminish the eternal deity of Jesus and the person of the Holy Spirit. Because of this, it is necessary to help people who love the truth to find the Biblical evidence for the church’s position. For over 150 years the church has studied this issue, and the teachings of the church are sound and biblical. We have no need to go backwards into the ignorance of the past in the name of being “historical”. False teachings can also be “historically wrong”. It is my hope this paper will shed some much needed light on the subject. Enjoy your bible study!  [1:  Seventh-day Adventists Believe The fundamental beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventist Church published by Pacific Press and distributed by the Ministerial Association of the General Conference of the SDA Church. Articles 2, 3, 4 and 5] 


The biblical basis for the Trinity: five propositions*
1. There is one, and only one. God.
  Deut. 4:35, 39; 6:4; 32:39; 2 Sam. 7:22; Ps. 86:10; Isa. 43:10; 44:6-8; 46:9; John 5:44; 17:3; Rom. 3:29-30; 16:27; 1 Cor. 8:4; Gal. 3:20; Eph. 4:6; 1 Thess. 1:9; 1 Tim. 1:17; 2:5; James 2:19, 1 John 5:20-21; Jude 25.
2. The person of the Father is God.
John 6:27; Eph. 4:6; Col. 1:2-3; 2 Pet. 1:17.
3. The person of the Son is God.
John 1:1; 5:17; 8:58; 10:30; 20:28; Phil. 2:6; Col. 2:9; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:8; 2 Pet.1: 1
4. The person of the Holy Spirit is God.
Gen. 1:2; John 14:26; Acts 5:3-4; 13:2, 4; 28:25; Rom. 8:11; Eph. 4:30.
5. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct and simultaneously distinguishable persons.
Matt. 28:19; Luke 3:22; John 15:26; 16:13-15; 2 Cor. 13:14.
  
These Biblical propositions logically imply that since there is only one God and the three distinct persons are all called God, then the three persons must be the one God. 

The doctrine of the Trinity was not invented by the church at the Council of Nicaea (AD 325) or at any other time. The church fathers saw the doctrine of the Trinity as a necessary inference from Scripture. The doctrine developed in the early church because of the overwhelming scriptural evidence supporting both the deity of Jesus Christ and the deity of the Holy Spirit. Scripture bears witness to a God who demands to be understood in a Trinitarian manner. The listing of the three persons together (Father or God; and Son or Christ or Lord; and Holy Spirit or Spirit) frequently occurs in the New Testament. They are especially linked together in unity with regard to the work of redeeming Mankind. (See: Rom. 9: 5; 15: 16, 30; 1 Cor. 12: 4-6; 2 Cor. 1: 21-22; 3: 3; Gal. 4: 6; Eph. 2: 18; 4: 4-6; 2 Thess. 2: 13-14; Rev. 1: 4-6. Especially note 1 Pet. 1: 1-2; and Matt. 3: 16-17)

The Three fold nature of the Godhead is very apparent. Perhaps the clearest and most profound statements of the unity and coequal nature of the three persons occurs in the writings of John the Apostle.

The Trinity in the Gospel of John
Father and Word (Son) are together in fellowship from eternity (1:1}
Father and Word [Son] are distinct persons but both divine (1:1)
Father creates the world through the Son (1:3)
Father sends the Son into the world ('14:24)
Son becomes incarnate (1:14)
Son is equal to the Father (5:18)
Son is the great I AM (8:58)
Father and Son are one (10:30J
Son shares glory with the Father (1 7.5)
Son is the way and the truth and the life (14:6)
Knowing the Son is knowing the Father (14:7)
Seeing the Son is seeing the Father (14:9)
Son is in the Father and the Father is in the Son (14:10)
Son's words are the Father's words (14:10)
To hate the Son is to hate the Father (i5:23)
He who loves the Son loves the Father (14:21)
Son brings glory to the Father (14:13)
Son prays for the coming of the Spirit (14:16)
Spirit is another Counselor like the Son (14:16; see I John 2:1)
Son goes away in order to send the Spirit (16:7)
Son returns to the Father (16:28)
Son will send the Spirit from the Father (15:26)
Father sends the Spirit (14:16)
Father sends the Spirit in the Son's name (14:26)
Spirit of truth guides us into all truth (16:13)
The Spirit's ministry is a continuation of that of the Son (16:13-14)
Spirit brings glory to the Son (16:14)
Spirit bears witness to the Son (15:26)
All that belongs to the Father is the Son's (16:15)

The Three Persons Have the Titles, Attributes, and Perform the Works of Deity. The Bible attests in numerous ways to the full and undiminished deity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Biblical support for deity of the three persons
All three persons are referred to as God:
Father (1 Pet. 1:2), Son (Heb.1: 8), Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3-4) 
All three persons possess divine attributes or qualities:
  Self-existence: Father (Acts 17:25), Son [John 5:26), Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2) Eternal existence; Father [Ps. 90:2), Son [John 8:58), Holy Spirit (Heb. 9:14) Immutability. Father [James 1:17), Son (Heb. 13:8), Holy Spirit (2 Cor, 3:18) Omnipresence: Father (Jer, 23:23-24), Son (Matt.28:20), Holy Spirit (Ps. 139:7) Omniscience: Father (Isa. 4U:28), Son (Col, 2:3), Holy Spirit (1 Cor, 2:10) Omnipotence: Father (Jer. 32:17), Son (Col. 1:16-17), Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:10-11) Truth: Father (John 7:28), Son (John 14:6), Holy Spirit (1 John 5:6) Holiness; Father (Lev. 11.44), Son (Acts 3:14), Holy Spirit (John 16:7-8) Wisdom: Father (Ps. 104:24), Son (Col. 2.3), Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:10-11) 
All three persons are engaged in the works of God:
Creation of the world: Father (Gen, 2:7), Son (John 1:3), Holy Spirit (Gen. 1:2) Incarnation of Jesus Christ: Father (Heb, 10:5), Son (Heb. 2:14), Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35) Resurrection of Jesus: Father (Acts 2:32), Son (John 2:19), Holy Spirit (Rom. 1:4)

*SOURCE: “WITHOUT A DOUBT” BY KENNETH RICHARD SAMPLES 
        (Can be purchased through Baker Books)

