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I asked a church one time, “How many of you have strong opinions about musical instruments and what kind of music we should play in church,” and almost everybody raised their hand.  I said, “How many of you have very strong opinions?”  The same number of hands went up.  

I said, “How many of you have ever done an in depth Bible study on what the Bible teaches about musical instruments?”  No hands went up!  

Now what did that tell me?  It told me that, like armpits, everybody has a lot of opinions and they often smell about as good, too!  Because of the way we present them, sometimes we’re odorous!  

If you’ve never done an in depth Bible study on the subject of music, how can form a Biblical opinion on music?  Therefore, today, we are going to have an in depth Bible study on the subject of music.

What I want you to do is to get your Bible out and I want you to become very, very active as we study.  I want you actually looking up these Bible texts.

Whenever you talk about music in the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, people will often quote an Ellen White statement that has really confused a lot of people and given rise to an attitude about music that is really quite sad – a misinterpretation of what Ellen White said that has not been exegetically correct.

There are some who have been teaching in the church for years a message about music that is not Biblically based; that actually came out of Babylon, and the daughters of Babylon and their worship style.  

During the Dark Ages, the Roman Church taught that:

· Only the priests were allowed to minister

· There was no priesthood of all believers

· Only the priests could interpret the Bible

· Women were not allowed to minister in any way.  

They taught that:

· Only their interpretation of the Bible was correct

· Reverence meant to:
· go to church
· be very quiet
· light a candle or kneel, but they were not allowed to speak

This false system of worship was put in place, I believe, by the devil and it is actually “Babylon” at its worst, and the doctrine they taught was: reverence equals silence.

The “daughters of Babylon” – the Protestant churches that came out that Roman church – adopted many of these same teachings:  

· Reverence equals silence 

· The laity have to be quiet 

· You have to have silence in church

Even when Wesley came along and the other Reformers they were somewhat subdued.

But there was another group of people who, were also Methodists, who did a Biblical study on the Bible and how to worship God, and they were called the “shouting Methodists.”  They believed that it was okay to:
· Shout praise to the Lord

· Sing in a loud voice

· Have loud, exuberant worship

· Raise their hands in the worship service

· Pray in an exuberant manner

One of those shouting Methodists was Ellen White.  

Ellen White made the statement that the reason Seventh-Day Adventists oftentimes don’t have the Spirit is because they don’t shout enough.  She said “shouting drives the devil back and if people would praise the Lord louder and shout more, they would have victory over sin.”

Now, you probably have never heard that about Ellen White (!).  That’s probably not the Ellen White you’ve been taught!  Did you know Ellen White once was so exuberant in her worship and praise that they stayed up ‘til about three in the morning, and their neighbors called the cops to come and silence them because they were praising the Lord so loudly?  Did you know that?  Check with the White Estate, it’s quite interesting.

"As Christians we ought to praise God more than we do.”

“What joy the angels would look down from heaven upon us if we were all praising God...begin to sing the song of praise and rejoicing here below...Let your lips be tuned to praise…”

“We need to praise God much more than we do.  We are to show that we have cause for rejoicing.”

“The voice of weeping could not be told from the voice of shouting…”

“Sunday the power of God came upon us like a mighty wind.  All arose upon their feet and praised God with a loud voice.”

“…It was a triumphant time…”

“Lift up (your) my hands in (God’s) your name... (Your) My mouth shall praise you with joyful lips.  Make a joyful shout to God all the earth!  Psalm 98:1”

“Shout joyfully before the lord, the King.”

She goes on and on!

“Singing, I saw, often drove away the enemy and shouting would beat him (Satan) back.  I saw that pride had crept in among you, and there was not childlike simplicity…”

“I saw singing to the glory of God often drove the enemy, and praising God would beat him back and give us the victory.”

“The glory of the Lord shone about us, and we all rejoiced and triumphed in God for His unbounded goodness to us.  All in the room were blest and shouted the praise of God.”—Letter 9, 1853

“We all shouted the praise of God.”

“We praised our Saviour nearly all night.”
“…we could not sleep.  We were too happy for sleep.  There was not much sleeping done in the house that night.”

That’s the night they called the police! 

“The praise of God has been in our hearts, and upon our lips continually since that good evening.  My peace is like a river and the righteousness thereof like the waves of the sea.”

Hmm.  I guess you haven’t heard about that Ellen White, have you?  Well, you’re going to hear about her now!

You know when I was brought into the church they created a monster.  They told me that “We go by the Bible and the Bible only.”  

Now is that still true in the Seventh-Day Adventist Church?   And I was told that if I take a look at the Book and if I take a look at the church, and the traditions of the church don’t match the Book, that the traditions have to go and the Book has to stay!  Is that true in the Seventh-Day Adventist Church?  Is it still true today?

The Spirit of Prophecy’s most famous music quote is found in 2 Selected Messages, Page 36-38.  

In it she says, “Just before the close of probation, every uncouth thing will be demonstrated.”  

She says, “There will be shouting with drums, music, and dancing.  There will be a bedlam of noise.”  

And then she says, “Better never have the worship of God blended with music than use have musical instruments to do the work which last January was presented to me.  This would be brought into our campmeetings.  The truth for this time needs nothing of this kind.  A bedlam of noise shocks the senses and perverts.”

And then it says, “That which if conducted aright might be a blessing.” 

Now, I’ve heard this Ellen White quote used a dozen times to say that drums were bad and that we shouldn’t have percussion instruments in church.  And until I looked it up and read it for myself, I didn’t realize that they were all misquoting it and misleading me.  And I’ve been mislead for years by some by the use of this quote.

It says, “The powers of satanic agencies blend with the din and noise, to have a carnival…No encouragement should be given to this kind of worship.” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Voice in Speech and Song, Chap. 67, Wrong Use of the Voice in Music, pages 417, 418
] 


I’ve heard people criticize people because they had singing tracks with a little (bit of) symbol in it or a little drum as they sang.  I’ve heard kids get up and do praise music like we had here on Youth Sabbath and they’d been criticized for doing contemporary Christian music – not here, thank goodness!

I want you to notice the rest of the text…

She says there is the “…thread of the cheap, miserable inventions of men's theories…The Holy Spirit has nothing to do with such a confusion of noise and multitude of sounds as passed before me…Satan works amid the din and confusion of such music, which, properly conducted, would be a praise and glory to God…”

She goes on, “…He makes its effect like the poison sting of the serpent.  Those things which have been in the past will be in the future.  Satan will make music a snare by the way in which it is conducted.” {2SM 37.5}

So, in this quote here, I want you to notice what Ellen White says and doesn’t say.  Is the instruments that used being condemned here or is it the way they are played?  She is not condemning any musical instruments,  she’s condemning the irresponsible use of these instruments to create bedlam and noise.

She uses these words: 

· “uncouth” 

· “bedlam of noise” 

· “cheap miserable inventions” 

· “confusion of noise” 

· “multitude of sounds” 

· “din that shocks the senses” 

· “confusion” 

· “a snare”

The music she heard in January was absolute bedlam and would be inappropriate to use in God’s services.  But notice what she did not say.  She did not say the drums were bedlam, she said the music created on them at that meeting was bedlam.  This is indicative because she says, “A bedlam of noise shocks the senses and perverts; that which if conducted aright might be a blessing.”

She’s talking about the instruments she mentioned and the way the music was created.  “If the drums were played aright they could be a blessing” according to her.  

She continues, “Satan works amid the din and confusion of such music, which, properly conducted, would be a praise and glory to God.”

So in the Spirit of Prophecy she makes it clear in that quote that, if you play these instruments correctly, they can be a blessing.

Now, she does not say you can’t use drums or stringed instruments, or tambourines, or any other percussion instrument.  The problem I have with our traditional beliefs often is (that) we don’t go back far enough in our traditions.  We go back to the Dark Ages, to Mozart and Beethoven, and people like that, and classical music, and we say that is holy, that is the only kind of music really in the high brow churches that should be used.

But isn’t it interesting that for 200 years Mozart was considered evil and the Church condemned his music as something that no honest Christian should listen to.  For 200 years Mozart was called a “son of the devil” by the Church.

Now all of a sudden, “Oh, classical music is the only pure way to worship.”  I don’t think so!  There are hymns in our hymnal today that were German beer-drinking songs that Martin Luther took and put to music.  Do you like “Faith Of Our Fathers”?  They liked it in the pubs, too.  Now it is a beautiful hymn.  

What I’m trying to say to you is, culture always changes.  For 200 years, Mozart was bad; now Mozart’s great.  Now Mozart’s considered holy music and it’s fine to listen to it.  Some people say it’s the only kind of music that should even be played on Sabbath.  I don’t agree with that, but some people say that.  Well, he (Mozart) was a philandering wretch!  He was an awful human being but God gave him a great gift, and he used it for the glory of God.  God can take sinners and use what they do in a powerful way.  He’s not limited by the fact that he is using imperfect human beings.

Now, all this tradition that came out of Roman Catholicism and the “daughters of Babylon,” this music that says you have to be quiet and still, and that that equals reverence – I reject.  That is what “Babylon” teaches.  I don’t want to go back to the Dark Ages.  

Let’s be real Biblical Traditionalists, let’s go all the way back to the Bible!  Let’s follow what this Book says and let’s scrap the traditions of “Babylon” and her “daughters.”  Because our method of worship came from the Methodists who came out of Roman Catholicism.  I don’t want to do it the way the Methodists or the Catholics do.  I want to do it the way the Bible says to do it!  

I want to open God’s word to 1 Samuel 10:5.  As we go through these texts, when we’re done you will see very clearly what God in His word says is acceptable.

Now God tells us how we can use it.  We have to decide how that musical instrument is to be played.  And I will tell you right now, I’m not suggesting that we have any kind of rock and roll or any kind of bedlam or noise in our church service.  That is inappropriate.  But the modern praise music that the church school kids did on Youth Sabbath, and some of the uplifting praise music that people sing that has a drum in it or a symbol in the soundtrack – there is nothing wrong with that if it’s done rightly.  

And that’s why I want you to see what the Bible says so you know that sometimes we have forbidden that which God does not forbid.

1 Samuel 10:5…

“After that you shall come to the hill of God where the Philistine garrison is.  And it will happen, when you have come there to the city, that you will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with a stringed instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a harp before them; and they will be prophesying.”


In the Bible, it talks about people prophesying with musical instruments: that means preaching.  That means taking psalms and using them to preach the Word of God through music, and this is often done in the Bible.

So: you can use a tambourine and a stringed instrument, like a guitar, which I will play at the end of our service.

Now, in 1 Chronicles 15, I want you to notice verses 16, 19, and 28…

16“Then David spoke to the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers accompanied by instruments of music, stringed instruments, (like a guitar) harps, and cymbals, by raising the voice with resounding joy.”

Now, I want you to look these up with me and read them for yourself. Don’t just be lazy, and sit there and listen to me.  If you can get a Bible in your hand I want you to open the Word of God and I want you to read it!  If you can’t, that’s fine, just listen.

Verse 19, it gives a list of all the singers.  Asaph, who was one of the leaders of the temple and he’s one who wrote many of the Psalms.  

19the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound the cymbals of bronze;

28Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with shouting and with the sound of the horn, with trumpets and with cymbals, making music with stringed instruments and harps.” 

So here’s the ark of the covenant, which  would you all agree that the ark of the covenant is at least as sacred as this pulpit?  I think it is.  And yet, in the presence of that ark, they were shouting, they were playing cymbals, they were playing tambourines and making beautiful music and rejoicing.  And when you say “resounding joy,” that’s “Hallelujah!” You know, that’s not quiet, little worship – that is resounding!  Resounding means loud.

1 Chronicles 16:5…

“Asaph (who again is) the chief (of the temple music program and a cymbal player by the way,)…”

It says in verse 5, “…Asaph made music with cymbals.”

And then in verse 42 it says they “…sound aloud with trumpets and cymbals and the musical instruments of God…”

Okay these are God’s musical instruments that He ordained to be used this way.  It doesn’t say, like some have suggested, that they just use the cymbals to mark the verse.  It says right here, in the word of God, “…Asaph made music with cymbals.”

That indicates he played them musically as part of the music.

Let’s go to 2 Chronicles now, Chapter 5.  We are doing an in depth Bible study on this subject.  You can now say that you have done it because we’re going to look at all the texts today.  There’s not an inordinate amount of them either.  It doesn’t take that long, but if we’re going to form opinions about musical instruments and which ones we can use in our church, we need to base it on the Word of God and not on tradition, not on some Catholic or Methodist tradition that came out of the Dark Ages, but out a Biblical tradition.

2 Chronicles 5:12-14…

“and the Levites who were the singers, all those of Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, stood at the east end of the altar…,”

Was the altar of God a sacred place?

 “…clothed in white linen, having cymbals, stringed instruments…”

Boy I’m glad I can play my guitar in church (!) aren’t you?

“…and harps…”

I wish I had a harp player.

“…and with them…”  How many?  “…one hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets…”

Can you imagine 120 priests here blowing the trumpet?  That’d be loud wouldn’t it?  How could you play 120 trumpets quiet?  You can’t!  It’s loud, people!  Okay?  

Now look at verse 13…

“indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD, and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals…”

It doesn’t say they just marked the end of the verse!  It says as they sang, “…they lifted up their voice with the trumpets…and (the) instruments of (God) music, and (they) praised the LORD…”

And they said, 

13“…‘For He is good, 
For His mercy endures forever,’ 
that the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud…”

Now notice verse 14… 

14“…so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.”(!) 

People, did God have any problem with the cymbals?  If he did, then why did he fill the temple with his presence?  

Why did he fill the temple with that cloud, with a glory so bright that the priests had to leave if he didn’t like it?  

God loved those cymbals!  Our God has no problem rejoicing with the Biblical instruments that he has given us.  We’re the ones with our tradition that have put all these little rules and regulations in there.  And were did we get those rules and regulations?  From our traditions, from what we’re comfortable doing, and from how we like to have music done.  Not from the Bible.  And my point is, we all have our opinions but when the Word of God speaks, that settles the question.

This shows that God was very pleased with the cymbals and the stringed instruments, and he filled that house of God with his glory!

Now I want you to notice 2 Chronicles 30:21-23…

21“So the children of Israel who were present…” 

They came to Jerusalem and they “…kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread…” which was symbolic of The Passover, symbolic of Christ dying on the cross for us, and the blood that he shed.

There were there for “…seven days…”and is says with “great…” what?  

“…gladness; and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day…”

 with great gladness “…singing to the LORD, accompanied by…” quiet instruments?  

No? 

What kind of instruments?  

“…loud…”  

That’s right.  “…accompanied by loud instruments.”

Now there are some people who don’t understand why but they got so excited that they couldn’t go home.  It says they stayed for another seven days (!) with gladness according to verse 23…

23Then the whole assembly agreed to keep the feast another seven days, and they kept it another seven days with gladness.

So they were rejoicing gladly, they were praising God with loud music, they were having so much fun they said, “You know, we gotta do this again.  We gotta spend another seven days here!”  And they did it.  They were happy.  They were praising God.

People need to understand that loud is still reverent if it has respect and worship in its mix.  You can be reverent and be loud.


Nehemiah 12:27, 42, 43…

27“Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought out the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings and singing, with cymbals and stringed instruments and harps.”

And then in verse 42 it says, 

“…The singers sang…” quietly.   How did they sing?  “…loudly…”  

The singers sang loudly.  Hallelujah!  You know, they sang with passion!  And that’s the problem I have when we sing hymns that are great hymns, written with gusto, and we sing them like we’re bored out of our mind.  We need to sing our hymns with passion.  If we’re gonna sing a hymn, let’s sing it!

43Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy…”

Did you catch that?  That’s kind of funny to me.  God made them…made them rejoice with great joy!  How does God make you rejoice with great joy?  I mean, I don’t get that, you know?  When I first read that, I thought, “Well it must be that he just poured out his spirit so strongly that they couldn’t stand it and they had to get happy.”  Even the grumpy ones, even they had to rejoice with resounding joy!  And it says, if you read the rest of the verse,

“…the women and the children also rejoiced…”  

Everybody rejoiced!  “…so that the joy of Jerusalem…” could hardly be heard.  No?

“…so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off.” 

If people are hearing you afar off, are you quiet?  These people were praising the Lord in a loud voice—so loud that their neighbors could hear them!

Now the Bible says that God speaks to us in “a still, small voice,” and there is nothing wrong with that.  Some people are very quiet, some people are introverts, they’re “behind the scenes” people.  Some people are extroverts.  I can think of several examples, you know…maybe me!  But anyway, there are people who are outgoing, exuberant – right?  People that are more quiet…maybe Debbie (!)  But Debbie fools me ‘cause she will stand there and raise her hands and praise the Lord.  

Some people like to raise their hands and praise the Lord, some people like to stand very quiet.  Some people like to open their eyes and look up to heaven, some people like to boy their head and close their eyes.
However you want to worship the Lord, dear one, please worship the Lord, but do it with passion!  If you’re quietly worshipping Him, worship Him passionately quietly!  And you never know, you may, one day, burst forth in a “Praise the Lord!” yourself!  You never know.

Now go to 1 Chronicles 25 and you’re gonna get some good stuff (!) right there in that chapter – some really, really good stuff now!  Now we’re getting to the really, really, really good stuff!

1 Chronicles 25:1, 3, 6…
 
 “…David and the captains of the army separated for the service…the sons of Asaph, who should prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals…”

Did you know you could preach the Word of God with a cymbal?  You can prophesy with cymbals!  Isn’t that great?

 “…skilled men performing their service…” who prophesied with a harp.  What was the purpose of the …


SIDE TWO

1 Chronicles 25:3, 6…
3Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under the direction of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp to give thanks and to praise the LORD. 
4Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth. 

6All these were under the direction of their father for the music in the house of the LORD, with cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps, for the service of the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were under the authority of the king.

Tape continues…

“…for the music in the house of the LORD.”

Where was this music with all the cymbals and stringed instruments to be played? – “…in the house of the LORD.”  

Don’t let anyone tell you (that) you can’t play a cymbal in the church, people!  It’s not Biblical.  

And, as if God wanted to make the point more strongly, he said, “…In the house of the LORD with…”  

What?  

“…cymbals…”  

Then he says, “stringed instruments…” 

Thank you!  He had to keep that guitar in there.  

“…with harps for the service of the house of God.”

It’s as if God was saying, “Cymbals are okay in the house of God,” and then some legalistic person would say, “Yeah, but it doesn’t say in the worship service!  It doesn’t say in the divine service.”  Wait a minute, God said, “in the house of the LORD with cymbals, and stringed instruments and harps for the service of the house of the LORD.”

So God makes it very clear: both in his house and in his church service – in his worship service.  He wants those percussion instruments.  It was God who said it.  Don’t look at me, I didn’t write the Bible. 

2 Chronicles 29:25-27; 30…

25And he stationed the Levites…”

And the reason I’m begging you to look in the Bible yourself at this is because some of you would think I’m just making it up or somehow twisting it or making it say something it doesn’t say.  You need to read it with your own eyes and see this is what the Bible teaches; so you know this isn’t Pastor Hughes.

25 “… he stationed the Levites…”

Those are God’s priests.

“…in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with stringed instruments, and with harps, according to the commandment of David, of Gad the king's seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for thus was the commandment of…” Pastor Hughes!

Is that what it says?  

“…for thus was the commandment of …” whom?  

“…the LORD by His prophets.”

Who commanded that the Levites play cymbals in his house of God?  The LORD commanded it.  God said to do it.   
26The Levites stood with the instruments of David…”

27Then Hezekiah commanded them to offer the burnt offering on the altar…” symbolic of Christ.  

Right while they’re worshipping and offering this on the altar, it says, 

“…when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD also began, with the trumpets and with the instruments of David king of Israel…
30…So they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshiped. 

Here they are, using cymbals and stringed instruments while they’re worshipping and God commanded that they do it.  I rest my case.  

God in his word makes it very clear that stringed instruments, percussion instruments, including cymbals, tambourines, tophs – which in Hebrew means a hand drum – can be used in the worship of God.

Psalm 68:24, 25…

“They have seen Your procession, O God, 
…into the sanctuary. 
25The singers went before, the players on instruments followed after; 
Among them were the maidens playing timbrels.

The timbrel was played in the sanctuary by women who entered the sanctuary.  Some people mistakenly teach women were never part of the service.  That’s not true.  This says, right in Psalm 68, that they were one of the ones that led the ark and followed the ark into the sanctuary and that they were part of that worship experience.

Psalm 150…

1 Praise the LORD!  Praise God in His sanctuary; 
Praise Him in His mighty firmament! 
2 Praise Him for His mighty acts; 
Praise Him according to His excellent greatness! 
3 Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; Praise Him with the lute and harp! 
4 Praise Him with the timbrel and (the Hebrew) dance…” By the way, which is not like modern dancing, okay, it was a Hebrew worship dance that had nothing to do with the opposite sex. 

“…praise him with stringed instruments and flute.

5 Praise him with…” What kind of cymbals?  Loud!

“…Praise him with…” what kind?  “…high sounding, clashing cymbals.   Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.”

So what I say to you this morning is we don’t need to use rock and roll, or din, or noise, like Ellen White said we should never have in our services, but we can use cymbals, musical instruments like a guitar, you can use tambourines or small drums like they used, and even a drum set, which I heard one fellow say, “Well, you can use cymbals, and you can use drums, but you can’t put ‘em all together in a set.”  

And I’m like, come on!  It’s not the instrument, it’s how the instrument is played.  Let’s stop judging people and let’s start allowing people to do what the Bible says to do, and let’s be more concerned with the way the instrument is played than whether or not you can use the instrument. 

One of the churches I was at had a lot of young people.  They were in a university town, they had a university ministry, and most of the people that attended were college young people.  They had a praise band that used a drum set, and some of the members didn’t like it.  But after they used it for two or three months and saw all the young people that appreciated it, they came to realize they weren’t going to abuse it they were going to play it properly.  They became very happy with it and as a matter-of-fact, some of the older ones who didn’t like it at all when it first happened, were the ones who really loved it once they heard what it sounded like!  We are too often ruled by fear and ignorance.  

The Bible makes it clear that these instruments were commanded by the LORD.  Don’t get mad at me, I did not write the Bible.  Okay?

Now, in our church, I don’t even know anyone besides me that plays percussion instruments.  I wish we did have people who could do some percussion ministry, and I wish we could have a praise group that could help the youth on Fifth Sabbath when they play some of the young music and stuff.  But we don’t.  Okay?  But, if we ever do, I’ll let you know.  It’s a mute point, it’s not an issue for our church right now because there is no person wanting to do that kind of ministry here.

But what I’m saying to you is this: When you decide what kind of music (when your worship team discusses it, when you think and pray about these things) be sure to do it in a manner that is in harmony, not with the traditions of men and the music of “Babylon,” but with the music of God’s Word.

Let’s go all the way back to our Hebrew roots and worship God in spirit and in truth.

So, when you listen to your praise music, when you listen to it on the radio and you hear a drum or a cymbal, you don’t have to feel guilty!  Okay?  Just be sure that it’s not din, it’s not noise, it’s not dulling the senses. And there is music that is not good that you should not listen to.  Not all music that has the word “Christian” on it is Christian.

So be wise as a serpent, harmless as a dove, don’t paint all music that has drums or cymbals in it with a broad brush and condemn it but realize that some of it is fine, some of it isn’t.  You have to use the Spirit-led judgment to make those decisions.  And if you’re unclear how to do that, talk with me, I’ll be happy to help you.

One of the reasons why I did this was just to introduce this subject in a very Biblical way so that the Newark Church can maintain their unity, they can enjoy some of the modern kind of music that the young people like but keep it within the bounds set by the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy, and not go too far either way by condemning everything or by allowing everything.  We don’t want to be legalists but we don’t want to be licentious either.

The Bible says, “stay on the king’s highway.”  Don’t go too far to the right, don’t go too far to the left.  Follow Jesus!  Jesus was at a wedding for three days and trust me, they did music that was joyful and uplifting.

________________________________

Special Music: Leon and Linda Brown, “Come, Fill Your Lambs” Accompaniment: Ardyth Loveridge, Organ

Closing Hymn: “Rock of Ages,” No. 300, Seventh-Day Adventist Church Hymnal.  Leader: Pastor Tom, Guitar

All Scriptural References: New King James Version

Ellen G. White References: www.whiteestate.org 


Transcription: Wendy J. Riebel

This sermon is also available on cassette tape.

Visit our church website: www.ProphecyWatch.biz


E.G. White Quotes: 

"As Christians we ought to praise God more that we do...The melody of praise is the atmosphere of heaven: Let there be singing in the home of songs that are sweet and pure, fewer words of censure and more of cheerfulness and hope and joy...catch the themes of praise and thanksgiving from the heavenly choir round about the throne.  What joy the angels would look down from heaven upon us if we were all praising god...begin to sing the song of praise and rejoicing here below...let your lips be tuned to praise God...angels in heaven are praising god all the time and mortals offer no song of praise...if you sit in heavenly places with christ, you cannot refrain from praising god. Begin to educate your tongues to praise him and train your hearts to make melody to god; and when the evil one begins to settle his gloom about you sing praise to God...Satan will leave you...we need to offer praise and thanksgiving to god, not only in the congregation but in the home...we need to praise God much more than we do.  We are to show that we have cause for rejoicing...By our failure to express gratitude we are dishonoring our maker...Make a joyful shout to the Lord all you lands. PP 94-96 etc.

In Heavenly Places p. 71
“God Is Holy, and we must pray, “lifting up holy hands without wrath or doubting.”
Psalm 47:1,2 "Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples!  Shout to God with the voice of triumph!...Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!" 

Ps. 63:4 says in the Sanctuary we are to Lift up my hands in your name...my mouth shall praise you with joyful lips.  66:1 Make a joyful shout to God all the earth!  98:1 Oh, sing to the Lord a new song!  

4. Shout joyfully to the Lord all the earth, break forth in song, rejoice, and sing praises.  

5. Sing to the Lord with the harp, and the sound of a psalm. 

6. With trumpets and the sound of a horn; Shout joyfully before the lord, the King.  Ps. 100:1 Psalm 147 is all about praise, how good and pleasant it is, to praise him on the harp, etc. as is Ps 148.  Ps. 149 tells us to praise him with the dance, the tambourine, harp, etc.  Psalm 150 says to praise him in his SANCTUARY with the trumpet, lute, harp, tambourine, dance, stringed instruments, flutes, loud cymbals, and high cymbals, finally saying that everything that has breath should praise the Lord. 

 Sunday the power of God came upon us like a mighty rushing wind.  All arose upon their feet and praised God with a loud voice; it was something as it was when the foundation of the house of God was laid. The voice of weeping could not be told from the voice of shouting.  It was a triumphant time; all were strengthened and refreshed. I never witnessed such a powerful time before.—Letter 28, 1850, p. 1. (To the church in Brother Hasting's home, November 7, 1850.)  {5MR 226.2}

Our last conference was one of deep interest.  Two were dug from beneath the rubbish.  The present truth was presented in its clear light and it found way to the hearts of the erring.  Before the meeting closed all were upon their knees, some were crying for mercy that had been cold-hearted and indifferent, others were begging for a closer walk with God and for salvation. It was as powerful a time as I ever witnessed; the slaying power of God was in our midst. Shouts of victory filled the dwelling.  The saints here seem to be rising and growing in grace and knowledge of the truth.--Letter 30, 1850, p. 1. (To Brother and Sister Loveland, December 13, 1850.) {5MR 226.3}

Singing, I saw, often drove away the enemy and shouting would beat him back.  I saw that pride had crept in among you, and there was not childlike simplicity among you.  The fear of man, I saw, must all go.--Ms 5a, 1850, pp. 1, 2. ("To the Church in Your Place," July, 1850.) {5MR 238.2}
I saw we must be daily rising and [must] keep the ascendancy above the powers of darkness. Our God is mighty.  I saw singing to the glory of God often drove the enemy, and praising God would beat him back and give us the victory.  I saw that there was too little glorifying God, too little childlike simplicity among the remnant.--Ms 5, 1850, pp. 1, 2. ("A Vision the Lord Gave Me at Oswego," July 29, 1850.) {5MR 238.3}.  The glory of the Lord shone about us, and we all rejoiced and triumphed in God for His unbounded goodness to us.  All in the room were blest and shouted the praise of God.--Letter 9, 1853, p. 1. (To Sister Kellogg, December 5, 1853.) {5MR 240.5} 

Father's face was lighted up with the glory of God.  Sister Ings felt His power as never before.  We all shouted the praise of God. It was weeping for joy and blessing of God with gladness of heart.  Everyone in the room was blessed.  {5MR 241.3} {5MR 241.4}

We returned to rest, but we could not sleep.  We were too happy for sleep.  We praised our Saviour nearly all night.  There was not much sleeping done in the house that night. God had come with His holy presence into the house, and His sanctifying presence was too highly prized to sleep over the hours to us so precious.  We have been very happy ever since.  Peace and joy have flowed in upon our souls like a river.  There has been uninterrupted peace and rest in the dear Saviour.  Such an assurance as we are having is worth more than riches or gold, honor or worldly glory.  I prize it!  I prize it!  The praise of God has been in our hearts, and upon our lips continually since that good evening. My peace is like a river and the righteousness thereof like the waves of the sea.--Letter 11, 1877, pp. 1, 2. (To "Dear Children," August 31, 1877.)  {5MR 242.1}


Bible Passages (New King James Version)

1 Samuel 10:5
After that you shall come to the hill of God where the Philistine garrison is. And it will happen, when you have come there to the city, that you will meet a group of prophets coming down from the high place with a stringed instrument, a tambourine, a flute, and a harp before them; and they will be prophesying. 

1 Chronicles 15:16, 19, 28
16Then David spoke to the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers accompanied by instruments of music, stringed instruments, harps, and cymbals, by raising the voice with resounding joy.

19the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound the cymbals of bronze;

28Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with shouting and with the sound of the horn, with trumpets and with cymbals, making music with stringed instruments and harps. 

1 Chronicles 16:5
Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, then Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, and Obed-Edom: Jeiel with stringed instruments and harps, but Asaph made music with cymbals; 

1 Chronicles 16:42
and with them Heman and Jeduthun, to sound aloud with trumpets and cymbals and the musical instruments of God. Now the sons of Jeduthun were gatekeepers.

2 Chronicles 5:12-14
and the Levites who were the singers, all those of Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, stood at the east end of the altar, clothed in white linen, having cymbals, stringed instruments and harps, and with them one hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets—
13indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD, and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and praised the LORD, saying: 
"For He is good, 
For His mercy endures forever," 
that the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, 
14so that the priests could not continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of God. 

2 Chronicles 30:20-23
And the LORD listened to Hezekiah and healed the people. 
21So the children of Israel who were present at Jerusalem kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with great gladness; and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day, singing to the LORD, accompanied by loud instruments. 22And Hezekiah gave encouragement to all the Levites who taught the good knowledge of the LORD; and they ate throughout the feast seven days, offering peace offerings and making confession to the LORD God of their fathers. 
23Then the whole assembly agreed to keep the feast another seven days, and they kept it another seven days with gladness.

Nehemiah 12:27, 42, 43
27Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought out the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings and singing, with cymbals and stringed instruments and harps. 

42also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. The singers sang loudly with Jezrahiah the director. 
43Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and the children also rejoiced, so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off. 

1 Chronicles 25:1, 3, 6
Moreover David and the captains of the army separated for the service some of the sons of Asaph, of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals. And the number of the skilled men performing their service was: 
2Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah; the sons of Asaph were under the direction of Asaph, who prophesied according to the order of the king. 
3Of Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under the direction of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp to give thanks and to praise the LORD. 
4Of Heman, the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth. 
5All these were the sons of Heman the king's seer in the words of God, to exalt his horn. For God gave Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. 
6All these were under the direction of their father for the music in the house of the LORD, with cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps, for the service of the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were under the authority of the king.

2 Chronicles 29:25-27; 30

25And he stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with stringed instruments, and with harps, according to the commandment of David, of Gad the king's seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for thus was the commandment of the LORD by His prophets. 
26The Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets. 
27Then Hezekiah commanded them to offer the burnt offering on the altar.  And when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD also began, with the trumpets and with the instruments of David king of Israel.
 
30Moreover King Hezekiah and the leaders commanded the Levites to sing praise to the LORD with the words of David and of Asaph the seer.  So they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshiped. 

Psalm 68:24, 25
They have seen Your procession, O God, 
The procession of my God, my King, into the sanctuary. 
25The singers went before, the players on instruments followed after; 
Among them were the maidens playing timbrels.

Psalm 150:1-5
1 Praise the LORD!  Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty firmament! 
2 Praise Him for His mighty acts; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness! 
3 Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; Praise Him with the lute and harp! 
4 Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes! 
5 Praise Him with loud cymbals;  Praise Him with clashing cymbals! 
